72     SHEEIDAJST AND ELECTOES OF STAFFOED.

I heard from some very old men amongst my
constituents the singular history of the canvass of
Sheridan for this immaculate borough. His repu-
tation had already reached the town, but the defects
which unfortunately also rendered him conspicuous
were then unknown. He was reported to possess,
besides, unbounded influence with the Government,.
and to have the entire management of Drury Lane
Theatre. His voters, being fully convinced that
they ought to receive a quid pro quo for their
" most sweet voices," every one had a favour to ask.
One had a son who had great dramatic talent,
another was an admirable scene-painter, others had
cousins and nephews who would make excellent
door-keepers, lamp-lighters, check-takers, or box-
openers ; there were tailors, coiffeurs, and decora-
tors, who could dress with inimitable effect the
dramatis persons. Sheridan listened with his
usual bland smile to every request, and complied
with them all; each individual being furnished
with a letter to the stage-manager of Drury Lane,
they all started off for the metropolis, full of eager
expectation. On their arrival they were favourably
received, and each person obtained the situation
that he had desired. When letters from London
announcing the fulfilment of Sheridan's promises
reached the hungry constituents of Stafford, a fresh
batch of aspirants for office posted off, and all were
equally successful; the consequence was that, on
the day of election, the favourite was returned with
every demonstration of admiration and confidence.

Scarcely, however, had the member of Parliament
left the town than innumerable reproaches were
heaped upon his head; it was found that upon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